Schools and Severe Weather
The following is provided as guidance for school management.

Be prepared Be informed Be vigilant
Preparation
Schools should conduct a pre-event evaluation of what should be, or could be, in place to
ensure the opening of the school in the event of severe weather. Areas for consideration are
maintenance of school premises and utilities, salting and gritting and transport to and from
school. Access in the school to a battery operated radio and flashlights should be put in place.
Schools should ensure that every member of staff is clear as to their role and responsibilities
during severe weather including in the event of a school closure. A member of staff should be
assigned to monitor weather conditions and to contact the principal response agencies and
school transport services where required.
Included in the school’s plan for severe weather should be the proposed responses and roles
which will apply in the event of a Red level weather warning from Met Éireann.
Communications
Schools should ensure to have the relevant contact details of the principal response agencies
for their area, including An Garda Síochána, fire brigade and local authorities and other
appropriate services. Schools should also have contact details for the transport services serving
their school. These details should be checked regularly and kept up-to-date.
Schools should establish communications with neighbouring schools to ensure, as far as
practicable, a unified local response to severe weather events may be implemented. It is noted
however that while schools in an area may try to co-ordinate their decisions, the circumstances
can vary between individual schools in close proximity and may on occasions lead to different
decisions being taken by schools.
Most schools use a text messaging service to communicate with parents and staff. Local radio,
the school’s website or social media may also be useful to alert parents and students to school
conditions and closure should this arise.

State Examinations
In the event of severe weather during scheduled state examinations the State Examinations
Commission will communicate with schools to put in place alternative arrangements.

Status Red Weather Warning
All weather warnings of Status Red will require some action on behalf of schools. Schools need
to assess the potential impact of such weather events taking account of past experiences and in
light of advice on the current event from the principal response agencies in their area.
A Status Red weather warning for heavy rain may be particularly relevant if the local area is
prone to flooding. A Status Red warning related to ice or snow which may compact may cause
local issues due to the location of the school and/or the routes taken to reach the school.

Status Red Weather Warning for Wind
Schools should note in particular Status Red weather warnings where strong winds or storm
conditions are forecasted. Due to the high degree of unpredictability as to the impact of the
weather associated with such a Status Red warning on local conditions schools should use the
following guidance to assist them in making their assessment.
Status Red weather warning for wind related conditions may be given in advance of a school
opening or it may arise during the day while a school is underway.

Advance Warning of Status Red
Following consultation at a national level with the Office of Emergency Planning and the
management bodies for schools, the Department of Education and Skills’ advice to schools is
that they should consider not opening where a Status Red weather warning related to wind is
forecast to coincide with the period/s during which students and staff would be expected to be
travelling to and from school.

Whether the school should open later in the day where an improvement to the weather is
forecast is a decision which should be taken in consultation with An Garda Síochána, the local
authorities, school transport services and other appropriate agencies based in the school’s area.

Warning of Status Red that arises during the school day
Where the Status Red weather warning related to wind is issued when the school is already
underway with students and staff present, the school management should immediately contact
An Garda Síochána, the school transport services and other appropriate agencies for advice on
whether it may be safe to undertake journeys from the school or when such journeys should

commence. Consideration should also be taken as to the safety of parents undertaking journeys
to the school to collect children.
Where a decision may have to be taken on health and safety grounds based on the advice
available to the school for students and staff to remain on the school premises during a Status
Red warning related to wind, then schools should plan for such an eventuality by considering
how students and staff can be accommodated within the school while awaiting an improvement
in the weather. Such decisions should be taken based on the health and safety of all concerned
taking account of the prevailing and forecast weather conditions in the vicinity of the school.

Resources
Guidance for the maintenance of school buildings and utilities is available from the Department
of Education and Skills at
http://www.education.ie/en/School-Design/Technical-GuidanceDocuments/pbu_guidance_schools_cold_weather.pdf

Guidance for primary schools on health and safety is available at
http://www.hsa.ie/eng/Publications_and_Forms/Publications/Education/Guidelines_on_Managing
_Safety_Health_and_Welfare_in_Primary_Schools.html

Guidance for post-primary schools on health and safety is available at
http://www.hsa.ie/eng/Education/Managing_Safety_and_Health_in_Post-Primary_Schools/

Information on weather and weather warnings is available
www.meteireann.ie

Useful guidelines on weather and being winter ready available at
www.winterready.ie

